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Another Successful Project Ву 


GROUP 


China is on the rise, a formidable country rich in 
personnel, economic resources, technology 
and a regimental organisational dynamics, 
which can inevitably create a huge war 
machine. It would not only threaten the United 
States it can threaten the entire world. The 
regions of Russian oil reserves bordering China 
too could be at risk. The Russian Federation 
has not taken the possibility ofa rival emerging 
in their neighbourhood. Russia is engagedin a 
wonton war in Ukraine draining their resources. 
The Government of the United States has not 
taken the developments very seriously. The 
war strategies of the United States would not 
be able to contain the war strategy of China. 
China would rely heavily on an unconventional 
strategy of their own which may still be evolving 
as economic and military modemisation is still 
in progress. The United States is supposed to 
protect its weaker allies and U.S National 
Security Strategy does not cover the real 
threats faced by the allies’ world over, if 
interdependence of the allies are по 
recognised. № South Korea and Japan аге 
pounded, the economic meltdown is 
unfathomable. China could deprive the U.S. of 
its markets and supply routes. It could deny a 
vast area of operations for the U.S Navy. This 
will have far reaching consequences. At what 
level will the U.S be prepared to defend 
Taiwan? Could Japan be given access to 
nuclear weapons to protect itself? Will the U.S 
be prepared to re-negotiate the World War || 
arrangements with Japan and South 
Korea? The official document on the U.S 
National Security Strategy would be 
meaningless if the strategy is not linked to a 
global coordinated strategy. It must undergo 
review urgently. A real strategy would be a 
strategy that can keep the allies firmly with the 
United States. The allies too should adopt a 
strategy in consonance with the U.S strategy. 


Could the United States withstand the 
‘maximum confusion strategy’ of an enemy? 


What would be йе situation if the 
communication satellites are destroyed? How 
will the strategic allies communicate with the 
U.S if such a scenario is unleashed by an 
enemy? It is not a question of fighting alone but 
rather a question of ‘fighting together’ within a 
frame of a constitutional government which has 
the legitimacy and support from people. When 
there is confusion the people will question the 
legitimacy of the government action. The 
enemy will have won its first strike option 
through various means. The Military 
Commanders would find it difficult to make 
strategic decisions. The enemy would then 
unleash yet another surprise. Has ‘fighting 
together adequately reflected in the current 
National Security Strategy of the United 
States? Is there a constitutional mechanism 
that would ensure ‘fighting together? There is 
an imperative need fora stand by arrangement. 


The invention of hypersonic missiles by the 
perceived enemies of the United States would 
be ahuge national security concern. The speed 
with which they are delivered will wreak havoc 
resulting in breaking the constitutional order of 
the United States which it had cherished for two 
centuries. The attack on the U.S. satellite 
communication facilities in space could be the 
first strike option against the U.S. It could cut 
off the President of the U.S from the nation, 
from the military commanders and the civil 
government as a result the President of the 
United States will not be able to communicate 
with U.S allies viz., Canada, UK, Europe/ 
NATO, Israel, Japan, India, South Korea, 
Australia, New Zealand, and elsewhere. The 
position of the President as Commander-In- 
Chief of the U.S forces would be meaningless if 
the President is unable to communicate with 
the nation. The key allies of the U.S., would 
lose confidence in his ability to wage a 
coordinated battle against the perceived 
enemies. The authoritarian regimes in the 
World would feel triumphant and forge new 
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place. Even the 

state 
constitutions must also be in tune with the 
Federal constitution. There should be a ‘stand 
by arrangement or a stand by constitution that 
can be revived by the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
during an emergency. Such an arrangement 
would ensure that the constitutions of the 
Strategic allies of the U.S are also similarly 
synchronised. The enemies of the U.S know 
that if there is a break in the constitutional 
order, it can definitely deal a blow. The 
enemies could derive maximum benefit from 
the ‘maximum confusion strategy’. 
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The Government of the U.S must therefore 
ensure that a standby arrangement is 
Strategized. The current constitution is two 
centuries old; it cannot provide constitutional 
security to the nation. It must be reviewed 
urgently. There has to be a coordinated war 
machine with the U.S allies. The supply route 
for war production must also be given pre- 


eminence. If the Commander in Chief of the 
U.S is unable to communicate with the allies 
what would be the communication strategy with 
the allies. | such a mechanism is not 
strategized itwould render the weaker partners 
of the U.S more vulnerable. They would find 
themselves as ‘sitting ducks’. Can the Military 
to Military Communications of the U.S allies be 
established through а constitutional 
mechanism? If that were to be successful the 
allies too must have a stand by constitutional 
arrangement which would be in keeping with 
the requirements of the U.S. A unified central 
command would be necessary to withstand a 
maximum confusion strategy of an enemy 
where U.S Joint Chiefs Staff must be given 
constitutional security for their decision. The 
technological advancements have transformed 
the way wars would be waged in the future. 
The United States is therefore perforce 
required to have a stand by constitutional 
arrangement that would ensure that security of 
the allies too are guaranteed.. 


We would urge the United States policy makers 
and the Senators to take cognizant of the real 
threats faced by the United States. 


Srinath Fernando, 

LLM (UK), LLM (Colombo) 

The Editor-In-Chief, The American Senator 
Magazine 

1st February 2023 


INTERVIEW - Dr. Harinda Vidanage 
Department of Strategic Studies. 


General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University Sri 
Lanka 


Profile 
Dr. Нагіпаа Vidanage was formerly Director, 
Bandaranaike Centre for International Studies (BCIS), prior 
to his assignment at the BCIS he was Assistant Professor of 
International Relations, St. Lawrence University, New York 
from 2012 - 2016. He taught courses on International 
Relations, Global Governance, International Security, 
Technology & Warfare and global implications of Cyber 
politics. He specializes іп the areas of International Security 
& Cyber Politics. Dr. Vidanage graduated from University 
of Colombo Sri Lanka with first class honors for Political 
Science. He gained his PhD from the University of 
Edinburgh, United Kingdom in 2009. Among his scholarly 
| and academic achievements are the Senior Fulbright 
Award of Scholar i in Residence 2011. The Prestigious Overseas Research Scholarship 
(ORS) awarded by the British Government 2005. The Principals Scholarship awarded 
by University of Edinburgh 2005. 
He was the Academic Director, Bandaranaike Centre for International 
Studies (BCIS) 2009 - 2011. His professional experiences include appointments as 
Adviser, International Affairs to the Sri Lankan President 2006 - 2010 and the role of 
Consultant to the Sri Lanka Prime Minister during 2004- 2005 on International Affairs. 


Dr. Vidanage serves as visiting lecturer, MPhil/PhD Program Faculty of Graduate 
Studies (FGS) University of Colombo, MA International Relations Program at 
University of Colombo. Dr. Vidanage has presented on various local and 
international academic and corporate forums on themes ranging from cyber security, 
international security, and geopolitics. He is frequently consulted by the Sri Lanka 
Army and Air force for the academic advancement and international security related 
programs. Dr Vidanage is Honorary Fellow at Stratenewsglobal.com, He isa member 
of the International Studies Association (ISA) and research fellow at Nepal Institute of 
International Cooperation (NIICE). 


The ASM: Prof. Vidanage, thank you 
for your consent to have you featured 


that be maybe at war with each other - 
which we cannot see on the surface 


in our inaugural issue. The American 
Senator is a Magazine dedicated to 
raising awareness on global strategic 
and diplomatic issues that beset the 
world at large. We believe that the 
Indo-Pacific theater of operations is 
very crucial to world peace and there 
is a potential risk for a super power 
confrontation in this area. The powers 


but we can clearly see an effort by 
China to change the status quo in the 
Pacific. This has put the U.S under 
tremendous pressure to maintain the 
balance of power in the region. We 
invited you because we felt that you 
had the right background and 
exposure in strategic studies and that 
you could throw some light on these 
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issues. Could you tell as to what drove 
the U.S to rename Pacific Command as 
Indo-Pacific Command? 


Prof. Наппаа Vidanage: The renaming 
of the combatant command from 
Pacific to Indo Pacific command in 
2018 signifies the amplification of the 
American strategic interests across two 
ocean spaces and the 
acknowledgment that the Indo Pacific 
now is part of a larger strategic 
calculus that is needed to be calibrated 
to safeguard US interests. Beyond the 
symbolism there is a clear message to 
both American partners, allies and as 
well as rivals in the region that the 
United States find itself embedded in 
shaping the outcomes of the regions 
that make up the Asia pacific. The 
remaining signals the policy shift in the 
United States on its imagination of 
international security challenges that 
needs to be addressed and the larger 
commercial interests with Asian pacific 
home to the largest middle class and 
with many rapidly developing nations, 
that is driving up demand for raw 
materials, chemicals, minerals and 
energy supplies thus creating a 
complex set of critical supply chains 
that is intertwined with the American 
commercial prosperity. Thus, for the 
United States both Ocean spaces make 
up a significant connectivity passage 
thus naturally linked to be strategically 
understood and strategically 


The ASM: There have been 
tremendous advances by China to seek 
parity with the US Defence apparatus 
іп the Pacific. Do you think 
technological advancements by the 
PLA of China would seriously hamper 
U.S military operations in the Pacific in 
terms of mobility and the room for 
maneuver? 


Prof. Harinda Vidanage: The Chinese 
Military Modernization has gathered 


significant pace in the last decade, 
their modernization drive dates back to 
the Gulf War one season, where the 
Americans showcased the capabilities 
of a new generation of weapons and 
platforms based on precision targeting, 
stealth capabilities, advanced cruise 
missiles and modernization of a full 
spectrum warfare. Chinese have 
consistently followed the 
modernization in weapons platforms 
to achieve similar capabilities and 
conducting research and development 
to develop indigenous propulsion 
capabilities for both air, surface and 
undersea assets, to develop lethal 
missile systems especially for air 
defense and antiship missiles and 
increase focus on sub and hypersonic 
systems which they feel can counter 
and nullify threats emerging from US 
deployments in the Indo Pacific. 


The ASM: The Taiwan issue is a 
contentious issue for both Japan and 
U.S as Japan comes under U.S security 
umbrella. Do you think any military 
hostility towards Taiwan by the PLA 
would drag Japan and the U.S and as 
a result it would spiral into World War 
Ш? Does that really make any sense for 
China to invade Taiwan and invite 
destruction of what it had built over 
seven decades of economic 
progression? Besides, China would 
lose global market opportunities. 


Prof. Harinda Vidanage: My take on 
the Taiwan question is more nuanced, 
whilst the United States have been 
providing sophisticated weapons 
platforms to Taiwan there has been 
limits when it comes to latest cutting- 
edge weapons technology transfers. 
The United States understand the 
strategic value of jostle and the 
strategic miscalculation of a 
provocation. Taiwan remains home to 
the world’s largest semiconductor 
manufacturer TMSC, thus any war on 
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Taiwan and damage to the foundries 
will create а technological winter 
which will affect China and the United 
States adversely. Thus, whilst the 
United States may continue to irk 
China neither party is looking for War 
over Taiwan, sometimes this situation 
is called the Silicon Shield that defends 
Taiwan from Chinese aggression and 
American provocation of China. 


The ASM: If | may ask Prof. Vidanage, 
as you know there have been a 
number maritime border issues faced 
by the countries in the Pacific, such as 
Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia and 
Indonesia over this nine dash line and 
the territorial claims апа the 
occupation by PLA of some of the 
islands in the Pacific. Wouldn't that be 
a diplomatic faux pax by the Chinese 
government antagonizing 
neighboring states over territorial 
claims to some of the offshore islands. 
Hasn't this policy driven these 
countries towards the U.S.? How do 
you see this in terms of the dynamics 
of diplomacy? 


Prof. Harinda Vidanage: The Indo 
Pacific Strategy of the United States, 
the latest iteration being the Biden 
Administration's one categorically 
encourages robust partnerships and 
working closely with states that do feel 
threatened by a regional revisionist 
power. In the coming years there will 
be a clearer separation of groupings 
that are allying or aligning with the 
United States and some which will be 
under the Chinese influence. China's 
claim in the South China sea created 
the diplomatic tensions which later 
encouraged especially after Japan's 
firm push to create a strategic region 
in the Indo Pacific through former 
Prime Minister Shinzo Абе leadership. 


The ASM: The QUAD was formed to 
counter the growing influence of 


China in the regions. Sri Lanka has 
heavily relied on Chinese economic 
assistance. There have been 
tremendous Chinese investments in Sri 
Lanka. The Chinese footprint is ever 
increasing in Sri Lanka. This would 
unsettle the defence policy of our 
closest neighbor India. How do you 
view the Chinese influence іп Sri 
Lanka? Will this have an impact on the 
Indo Sri Lanka relations in terms of 
leveraging our influence with India 
which we һауе cherished since 
Independence? 


Prof. Нагіпаа Vidanage: The Chinese 
investments in Sri Lanka mostly key 
infrastructure projects some were 
conceived prior to the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) and some after but all 
are packaged as BRI overtures. Sri 
Lanka and China have maintained 
Robust Diplomatic relations across 
many regimes and similarly Sri Lanka 
and the United States which is 
celebrating the 75 years of Diplomatic 
Relations this year. Thus, for Sri Lanka 
the reality of foreign engagement is to 
read the global reality. There are 
certain fundamental differences when 
it comes to development assistance 
from West апа China's loans. Yet what 
is important in Indo Sri Lanka relations 
is the fact that Sri Lanka must 
understand the geographic fatalism 
that is determined by the proximity to 
India and that forms the geopolitical 
imaginations of both countries. No 
matter what Sri Lanka’s relations with 
the rest of the world, Sri Lanka cant 
afford to make India her adversary or 
even a mildly annoyed India is bad for 
Sri Lanka. Thus, the most important 
aspect of diplomacy is transparency 
and conducting of affairs that does not 
harm the security interests of India as 
long as we stick to this mantra, we 
should be fine. 
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The ASM: India plays an important role 
in the QUAD but at the same time it 
maintains close rapport with Russia. 
Russia is seen as a strategic partner 
supporting China in many ways. What 
is the extent of India’s engagement in 
the Pacific theater when it comes toa 
military confrontation in the Pacific 
which is now а real possibility? 
Rivalries are now increasingly 
manifesting in Ukraine and in the 
Pacific. Where will this end? 


Prof. Harinda Vidanage: India’s 
position will be very clear it will not 
enter a war in any theatre unless it is 
an absolute harm or violation of its 
sovereignty or major harm оп its 
national interests. Even with at the 
height of tensions across its borders in 
Doklam and Arunachal Pradesh even 
after birder skirmishes the tensions 
have cooled off. India sees the value of 
United States as a top tier strategic 
partner yet India has made it clear 
when it came to the Russia Ukraine 
conflict, its policy is not shaped by 
Western Interests or demands it is 
shaped by its own national interests. 


The ASM: As you know there has been 
an escalation of the war between 
Ukraine and Russia. There have been 
losses on the part of Russian and 
civilian destruction in Ukraine. More 
weapons are being sent to the Ukraine 
front by European countries. What 
could possibly be the exit strategy for 
both nations and for the U.S and 
Europe? 


Prof. Harinda Vidanage: The War has 
entered a phase of attrition and Russia 
has refocused its attention on the 
Eastern front and with the strategic 
objective of capturing the Donetsk 
region. The Western Arms support 
while increasing the reality seems the 
Ukrainians are not capable of totally 
defeating Russia and Russia is not 


capable of total dominance of Ukraine. 
United States should take the advice of 
one the country’s foremost strategists 
and foreign policy pundit George 
Kennan who warned the United States 
about not provoking Russia and using 
Ukraine to do so. The best outcome at 
the moment is for Ukraine to accept a 
certain cessation or agreeing for an 
autonomous region in the East that 
will compel the Russians to limit the 
offensive and for NATO to strategically 
support Kiev for further security, thus 
the war is driving all parties to make 
sacrifices if a real end is sought soon. 


The ASM: The Diego Garcia is an island 
which could be a major base for 
military operations in the Indo-Pacific 
Command. Its flight operations will 
encompass the airspace of Sri Lanka. 
We have signed a logistical agreement 
with the U.S Department of Defence 
called Acquisition and Cross Services 
Agreement (ACSA) there could be 
other agreements with the US 
Government. During а military 
confrontation in the Pacific the Sri 
Lankan air space cannot remain closed 
but will have to be used either by India 
and U.S. Doyou see a real possibility of 
Sri Lanka being dragged into a conflict 
by virtue of being a strategic location 
and caught between many countries 
that are friendly but at war? 


Prof. Harinda Vidanage: Sri Lanka’s 
strategic location even going back in 
history was strategically advantageous 
for trade and commerce, thus in early 
20" Century, Colombo port function 
as a key Coal replenishment hub. The 
potential for Sri Lanka to be dragged 
into a conflict remains low as the 
Indian Ocean is less conflict prone that 
the Pacific, yet there can be spillover 
effects and more militarization as the 
United States has moved nearly 60 
percent of its fleet to the Indo Pacific, 
India, China , Australia are all in an 
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accelerated drive to built both surface 
and undersea combat platforms which 
will result in intense militarization of 
the ocean space Thus whilst Sri Lanka 
remains less of a military strategic point 
yet in the long term any tension or 
conflict in the region can adversely 
affect the island nation. 


The ASM: Professor is there a blind 
corridor over Sri Lanka as Sri Lanka 
does not have ап interception 
Squadron to police our air space. | 
wonder whether this has a direct 
bearing on the National Security of 
India. Could Indian Security be 
destabilized taking into account the 
blind spots and weak areas over our 
air space. Could there be a potential 
for a joint patrol of Sri Lankan air space 
given the agreement the U.S 
concluded with India оп the 
surveillance of the seas around Sri 
Lanka. 


Prof. Harinda Vidanage: Sri Lanka's 
maritime and aerial surveillance 
capabilities are at as very low point , 
yet the navy has been acquiring more 
Offshore Patrol Vessels yet it does not 
meet the desired number and aerial 
reconnaissance апа surveillance 
remains extremely poor, this is where 
India can really be approached as the 
Indian capabilities and platforms are 
being modernized and agreements 
such as BECA h with the United States 
have given them greater access thus 
strategically providing major boost for 
the Indian forces. 


Prof. Harinda Vidanage: India’s position will 
be very clear it will not enter a war in any 
theatre unless it is an absolute harm or 
violation of its sovereignty or major harm 
on its national interests. Even with at the 
height of tensions across its borders in 
Doklam and Arunachal Pradesh even after 


birder skirmishes the tensions have cooled 
off. India sees the value of United States as 
a top tier strategic partner yet India has 
made it clear when it came to the Russia 
Ukraine conflict, its policy is not shaped Бу 
Western Interests or demands it 


“The views and opinions expressed inthis interview do not represent the official policies of the Government of Sri Lanka nor the Sir John 


Kotalawela Defence University” 
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PROFESSOR RICHARD ALBERT PROFESSOR OF LAW, 
PROFESSOR OF GOVERNMENT UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS, 
ON THE NEED FOR A NEW CONSTITUTION FOR THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


mama THE UNITED STATES HAS АМ 18TH- 
CENTURY CONSTITUTION THAT NO LONGER 
REFLECTS THE VALUES OF MANY 
AMERICANS. IF IT WERE POSSIBLE TO 
AMEND THE US CONSTITUTION, AMERICANS 
COULD SIMPLY UPDATE THEIR 
CONSTITUTION WITH ONE ОН MORE 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS. BUT THE 
US CONSTITUTION IS VIRTUALLY 
UNAMENDABLE TODAY BECAUSE OF THE 
ен CONSTITUTION’S EXTRAORDINARILY HIGH 
SUPERMAJORITIES REQUIRED FOR AMENDMENT IN THE SHARPLY DIVIDED PRESENT 
POLITICAL CONTEXT. AMERICANS NOW FIND THEMSELVES TRAPPED IN A 
CONSTITUTIONAL STRAITJACKET, UNABLE TO BREAK FREE FROM THEIR 1787 
CONSTITUTION. THERE IS A SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM OF CONSTITUTIONAL 
STASIS IN THE UNITED STATES: AMERICANS SHOULD WRITE AN ALTOGETHER NEW 
CONSTITUTION. WRITING A NEW AMERICAN CONSTITUTION WOULD NOT BE 
UNPRECEDENTED IN THE UNITED STATES. THE FIFTY STATES HAVE WRITTEN AND 
REWRITTEN THEIR OWN CONSTITUTION ON MANY OCCASIONS, ROUGHLY 150 
TIMES. AND THE US CONSTITUTION WAS ITSELF THE PRODUCT OF A NEW 
CONSTITUTION-MAKING PROCESS TO GET RID OF THE COUNTRY’S FIRST 
CONSTITUTION. THE FIRST CONSTITUTION WAS THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION. 
WRITTEN IN 1777, IT HAD AN ONEROUS AMENDMENT RULE—MORE DIFFICULT EVEN 
THAN WHAT THE US CONSTITUTION REQUIRES. THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION 
WERE AMENDABLE ONLY WITH THE UNANIMOUS CONSENT OF THE EACH OF THE 
THIRTEEN STATES. ALMOST AS SOON AS THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION CAME 
INTO FORCE, THERE WERE EFFORTS TO AMEND ІТ. BUT EVERY SINGLE AMENDMENT 
PROPOSAL FAILED. THE UNANIMITY REQUIREMENT JUST PROVED MUCH TOO 
DIFFICULT. FACED WITH THIS UNAMENDABLE CONSTITUTION IN 1787, THE 
PHILADELPHIA CONSTITUTION SCRAPPED THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION AND 
WROTE AN ALTOGETHER NEW CONSTITUTION—THE ONE THAT STILL EXISTS TODAY. 
$0, THERE IS AN AMERICAN PRECEDENT FOR REPLACING THE US CONSTITUTION 
AND STARTING ANEW. AMERICA’S FOUNDING FRAMERS ABANDONED THE 
COUNTRY’S FIRST CONSTITUTION. THIS PRESENT GENERATION SHOULD ABANDON 
AMERICA’S SECOND CONSTITUTION AND BUILD ITSELF A THIRD. 


(Reference. Interview with Professor Richard Albert in the 
The Anglo-American Lawyer Magazine). 
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Developments in 


PROFESSOR RICHARD ALBERT PROFESSOR OF LAW, PROFESSOR OF GOVERNMENT 
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS, ON THE NEED FOR A NEW CONSTITUTION FOR THE UNITED 


STATES OF AMERICA. 


Richard Albert is the William Stamps Farish Professor in Law, Professor of 
Government, and Director of Constitutional Studies at the University of Texas at 
Austin. He teaches courses in constitutional law, publishes books and articles on 
constitutional amendment and constitutional change, and creates opportunities for 
scholars to collaborate in the study of public law. He holds law and political science 
degrees from Yale University, the University of Oxford and Harvard University and 
formerly served as a law clerk to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada. 
Professor Albert is Co-President of the International Society of Public Law, the world's 
largest and leading learned society for scholars in administrative, constitutional, and 
international law, as well cognate fields including economics, history, political 
science, and sociology. An elected member of the International Academy of 
Comparative Law, he has served on the Executive Committee of the American 
Society of Comparative Law. He is or has been a member of the Executive Committee 
of the Sections on Comparative Law, Constitutional Law, Law and Religion, Law and 
South Asian Studies, and Scholarship in the Association of American Law Schools. He 
is also founder and director of the International Forum on the Future of 
Constitutionalism, а not-for-profit organization whose mission is to marshal 
knowledge and experience to build a world of opportunity, liberty, and dignity for 
all. 


Professor Albert created the Academic Diversity Pledge, which commits 
all signatories to participating only in programs whose organizers demonstrate their 
commitment to diversity. The Pledge now has signatories from over 25 countries in 
the world, and the list continues to grow with the potential to be transformative in 
making the legal academy more diverse, more inclusive, and more equitable in the 
distribution of academic opportunities available to scholars and students in all areas 
of legal study. He was appointed to Yale University’s Task Force on Diversity, Equity & 
Inclusion, he has received the Thurgood Marshall Leadership Award from the 
Thurgood Marshall Legal Society, he has been recognized on the list of the Top 50 
under 50 Minority Law Professors in the United States, and he has twice won the 
Anthony P. Farley Award for Excellence in Teaching. Professor Albert is co-editor of 
the Series in Comparative Constitutionalism at Oxford University Press, co-editor of 
the Series in Comparative Constitutional Change at Routledge, and co-editor of 
the Hart Studies in Latin American and Caribbean Constitutionalisms. He sits on the 
editorial boards of several journals including the International Journal of 
Constitutional Law, Revista de Investigações Constitucionais, Africa Journal of 
Comparative Constitutional Law, Romanian Journal of Comparative Law, Rivista of 
diritti comparati, Indian Constitutional Law Review, Legal Desire International Journal 
on Law and the International Journal of Comparative Legal Research. 


Since 2014, he is Book Reviews Editor for the American Journal of Comparative Law, 
which awarded him the Hessel Yntema Prize for "the most outstanding article" on 
comparative law Бу a scholar under 40. He is also founding co-editor of l-CONnect, 
the scholarly research blog of the International Journal of Constitutional Law. 
Professor Albert has organized over 100 international conferences, workshops, and 
symposia on subjectsin public law, many of them for the benefit of early- 
career scholars in comparative law. As founder and director of the International 
Forum on the Future of Constitutionalism, he created the Global Summit in 
Constitutionalism, whose first edition featured 100+ panels, 400+ speakers, and 
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4000+ attendees. Аѕ Сһаіг of the Younger Comparativists Committee in 
the American Society of Comparative Lawfrom 2011-15, he transformed the 
organization from a committee into a global network of scholars in public and 
private comparative law. He created the annual Global Conference in Comparative 
Law to bring together early-career scholars around the world. He also developed 
scholarship, teaching and mentorship programs to support early-career scholars. In 
addition, he created scholarship and teaching prizes to recognize early-career 
scholars in comparative law. In honor of his service as Chair, the YCC endowed the 
Richard Albert Scholarship Fund to support early-career scholars participating in the 
annual Global Conference in Comparative Law. 


Professor Albert focuses his research on constitutionalism апа constitutional 
amendment from comparative, doctrinal, historical, and theoretical perspectives. 
Many of his publications are available here. He is the author of Constitutional 
Amendments: Making, Breaking, and Changing Constitutions, published by Oxford 
University Press in August 2019. His scholarship has been translated into Bahasa, 
Chinese, French, Hungarian, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish. His ideas on 
constitutional reform have been published book-form in Spanish in Reforma y 
Desmembramiento Constitucional [Externado University Press 2021) and т Formas у 
funcion de la enmienda constitucional (Universidad Externado de Colombia 2017). 
Professor Albert has co-edited several volumes on the study of constitutionalism, 
including The Foundations and Traditions of Constitutional Amendment (Hart 
2017); Canada т the World: Comparative Perspectives on the Canadian 
Constitution (Cambridge University Press 2018); Cambio Constitucional 
Informal (Externado University Press 2016); The Oxford Handbook of Caribbean 
Constitutions (Oxford University Press 2020); An Unamendable Constitution? 
Unamendability in Constitutional Democracies (Springer 2018); The Canadian 
Constitution in Transition (University of Toronto Press 2019); The Law and Legitimacy 
of Imposed Constitutions (Routledge 2018); Quasi-Constitutionality апа 
Constitutional Statutes: Forms, Functions апа Applications (Routledge 
2019); Constitutionalism Under Extreme Conditions: Law, Emergency, 
Exception (Springer 2020); Constitutional Change and Transformation in Latin 
America (Hart 2019); Constitutional Reform of National Legislatures ( Edward Elgar 
2019); Founding Moments іп Constitutionalism (Hart 2019); Revolutionary 
Constitutionalism: Law, Legitimacy, Power (Hart 2020); 2016 Global Review of 
Constitutional Law (2017); 2017 Global Review of Constitutional Law (2018); 2018 
Global Review of Constitutional Law (2019); апа 2019 Global Review ог 
Constitutional Law (2020). He is also a co-author of Canadian Constitutional Law, a 
leading textbook in Canadian public law now in its fifth edition. Professor Albert has 
held the Canadian Bicentennial Visiting Professorship at Yale University, twice been 
appointed Distinguished Visiting Professor of Law at the University of Toronto, 
and held the inaugural Allan Rock Visiting Professorship at the University of 
Ottawa. Не has also held visiting professorships at Externado University of 
Colombia, the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya іп Israel, Universidad de 
Especialidades Espiritu Santo in Ecuador, and Airlangga University in Indonesia. Since 
2018, he has been a Senior Fellow at the Clough Center for the Study of 
Constitutional Democracy at Boston College. Professor Albert has advised 
governments, political parties, and international organizations оп a broad ranger of 
constitutional matters including municipal powers, federal relations, and 
constitutional reform. 
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The AAL Magazine; Professor Richard 
Albert, you have authored ап 
authoritative book titled Constitutional 
Amendments: Making, Breaking and 
Changing Constitutions (Oxford 
University Press), which delves into all 
aspects of constitutional amendments 
in the world. Why write a book about 
constitutional amendments? 


Prof. Albert; No part of a constitution is 
more important than the procedures 
we use to change it. These procedures 
open a window into the soul of a 
constitution, exposing its deepest 
vulnerabilities апа revealing its 
greatest strengths. Yet like the Roman 
deity Janus whose two faces point in 
opposite directions, amendment 
procedures are deployable for both 
good and ill. They may be used to 
strengthen or destroy the 
constitution’s institutions, to enhance 
or diminish constitutional rights, and 
to accelerate or reverse progress on 
the mission the constitution sets for 
itself—in short to build or break the 
very foundations that amendment 
rules protect from ordinary change. 
We must therefore pay close attention 
to designing amendment rules 
because mistakes сап lead to 
constitutional disaster. For me, then, 
the codification of amendment rules 
often at the end of a constitutional text 
proves that last is not always least. 


The AAL Magazine;. Are there any 
global trends іп constitutional 
amendment? 


Prof. Albert; There are two global 
trends worth highlighting. The first is 
visible in every region of the world: 
constitutions today are amended more 
frequently than ever before. 
Constitutional actors and the people 
аге quite actively revising their 
constitution to correct design its flaws, 
elaborate its meaning, and also to 
reform or create public institutions. 


This is а positive development if 
constitutional amendments аге 
proposed and approved according to 
democratic procedures that allow the 
people to hold their leaders 
accountable for the choices made in 
their name. The second trend is quite 
troubling. Reformers all around the 
world are exploiting the rules of 
constitutional amendment, openly 
engaging in what Georges Liet-Veaux 
described at the height of the Second 
World War аб “fraude а la 
constitution.” Lawmakers are 
perverting amendment rules to 
undermine the norms and practices of 
democratic government. They are 
flouting the rules of amendment to 
stretch the constitution beyond its 
natural limits, along the way setting 
precedent for future noncompliance 
with the constitution as written. And 
incumbents are manipulating 
amendment rules to solidify their 
advantage in the political sphere for 
years to come by distorting the 
strength of their temporary majorities 
to create entirely new constitutions 
that masquerade as ordinary 
constitutional amendments. This is 
shockingly becoming all too common 
in the world. 


The AAL Magazine; Іп your book, you 
introduce the theory and concept of 
“constitutional dismemberment.” What 
is a constitutional dismemberment, 
and how does it differ from a 
constitutional amendment? 


Prof. Albert; А constitutional 
amendment, properly understood, is 
an authoritative change to higher law 
that corrects, elaborates, reforms, or 
restores the meaning of the 
constitution consistent with its existing 
framework and fundamental 
presuppositions. An amendment has 
one overriding feature that matters 
more than all others: the scope of the 
change introduced to the constitution. 
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An amended constitution must remain 
coherent and consistent with the pre- 
amendment constitution. An 
amendment—in order to be an 
amendment—must continue the 
constitution-making project іп line with 
the existing design of the constitution, 
entail unbroken unity with the 
constitution being amended, and 
never push the boundaries of the 
constitution any further ап its 
outermost limits. In contrast, а 
constitutional dismemberment is a 
constitutional change that is 
incompatible with the existing 
framework of the constitution. It entails 
a fundamental transformation of one 
or more of the constitution’s core 
commitments, whether its identity, 
fundamental rights, or basic structure. 
A constitutional dismemberment may 
therefore be understood as removing 
the core from the constitution, 
destroying one or more of its essential 
features, and pursuing a purpose that 
conflicts with the constitution’s 
mission. A constitutional amendment 
does not go nearly as far as that 
because, properly defined, it keeps the 
altered constitution coherent with its 
prechange identity, rights, and 
structure. To use a rough shorthand, a 
constitutional dismemberment seeks to 
unmake the existing constitution by 
setting the constitution and the 
country on a new course. 


The AAL Magazine;. The United States 
Constitution is the world’s oldest 
codified constitution and also one of 
the world’s most difficult to amend. 
Does this raise any special challenges 
for the country? 


Prof. Albert; The United States has an 
18th-century constitution that по 
longer reflects the values of many 
Americans. If it were possible to amend 
the US Constitution, Americans could 
simply update their constitution with 


one or more constitutional 
amendments. But the US Constitution 
is virtually unamendable today 
because of the constitution’s 
extraordinarily high supermajorities 
required for amendmentin the sharply 
divided present political context. 
Americans now find themselves 
trapped in a constitutional straitjacket, 
unable to break free from their 1787 
constitution. There is a solution to the 
problem of constitutional stasis in the 
United States: Americans should write 
ап altogether new constitution. 
Writing a new American constitution 
would not be unprecedented in the 
United States. The fifty states have 
written апа rewritten their own 
constitution оп many occasions, 
roughly 150 times. And the US 
Constitution was itself the product of a 
new constitution-making process to 
get па of the country’s first 
constitution. The first constitution was 
the Articles of Confederation. Written 
іп 1777, it had ап onerous 
amendment rule—more difficult even 
than what the US Constitution 
requires. The Articles of Confederation 
were amendable only with the 
unanimous consent of the each of the 
thirteen states. Almost as soon as the 
Articles of Confederation came into 
force, there were efforts to amend it. 
But every single amendment proposal 
failed. The unanimity requirement just 
proved much too difficult. Faced with 
this unamendable constitution in 
1787, the Philadelphia Constitution 
scrapped the Articles of Confederation 
and wrote ап altogether new 
constitution—the one that still exists 
today. So, there is an American 
precedent for replacing the US 
constitution апа starting anew. 
America’s founding framers 
abandoned the country's first 
constitution. This present generation 
should abandon America’s second 
constitution and build itself a third. 


Reproduction of the interview Professor Richard Albert had with 
The Anglo-American Lawyer Magazine. 
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Foreign policy options for Japan 


With a population as estimated by 
China National Bureau of Statistics’ 
stood at 1.41260 billion and with a 
GDP growth rate at 8.4% (2021), one 
would naturally pose a question as to 
the influence of China on the world 
map. China boasts a literacy rate of 
90% though official figures as to 
accessibility to internet аге not 
available. As far as the US is 
concerned, it has a very high rate of 
accessibility to the internet. The entire 
US society is now logged on to the 
internet in one way or the other. A life 
without internet in the US is 
unimaginable and any disruption of 
the free flow of information would 
pose grave political and commercial 
consequences. The entire US 
Government machinery functions on 
information technology. IT 
infrastructure is so crucial that it is 
linked to US Allies in Europe as well. 
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The protection of IT infrastructure is of 
paramount importance. 


In 2007 China demonstrated that it 
has the ability to take on an ailing 
satellite and China was successful in 
destroying the satellite. In 2021 it 
demonstrated its ability to send a 
glided hypersonic missile which 
caught U.S unawares. This is an 
alarming development and had wider 
corollary for US National Security 
concerns. Does China ћаме the 
capacity to destroy US military 
satellites? Does the US have the ability 
to counter Chinese capacity to target 
US commercial and military satellites? 
These are vital US national security 
concerns. Has the US ever conducted 
маг games in the absence of a 
network of satellites? Almost all the 
war games hitherto conducted have 
been to test the effectiveness of plans 
and weapons апа its high 


The American Senator Magazine - February 2023-17 


technological efficiency. Never has 
there been a war game to prepare the 
US for a situation where there is a total 
breakdown of communications. 
Communications play a central role in 
governing a country and without it a 
military high command cannot 
function and it would put the entire 
country at risk. There have been 
reports that China had constructed a 
secret submarine base in the Hainan 
Island primarily to counter US military 
presence in the Pacific. India too had 
expressed concern as the base is 
within the striking distance of Indian 
territory апа India would be 
vulnerable to submarine-launched 
ballistic missiles. This is а clear 
manifestation of China’s grand 
intentions in the region. 


China is a secretive society unlike the 
US where public affairs are conducted 
every hour on the hour using high 
technology through mass media 
channels. Neither the US nor India 
could fathom the exact military 
capabilities of China. Neither country 
has the capability to penetrate the 
defence research being undertaken in 
China. Does the Indian Мама! 
Intelligence have the ability to account 
for all the Chinese naval and merchant 
fleet in the Indian Ocean? There have 
been reports that China is trying to 
encircle India using ports in Pakistan, 
Myanmar and Sri Lanka. It would be 
highly unlikely that the Sri Lankan 
Government would allow China to 
take advantage of the Port of 
Hambantota as a strategic staging 
point against India. Sri Lanka would 
not allow China to threaten the 
security of India. This is inconceivable 
and it would never happen. The 
historic and cultural relations with 
India far transcend the political 
expediency of Сптаз military 
strategies whether covert or overt. 


Chinese products keep penetrating 
markets worldwide at an alarming 


rate. The products гапде from 
footwear to machinery. Chinese 
construction companies have in the 
recent past made inroads into 
traditional markets receptive to US and 
European companies. European 
designs have been extensively copied 
by Chinese entrepreneurs and it would 
Бе difficult for ап unsuspecting 
individual to differentiate the Chinese 
product of original handcrafted quality 
footwear from a US or European 
product. China has invested heavily in 
industrial espionage and Chinese 
nationals have been caughtin the very 
acts of espionage. The Chinese 
domestic political landscape is so 
interwoven that people сап be 
mobilised at will by the State, unlike in 
US, where civil and political rights have 
been guaranteed by the Constitution 
and conscription would be politically 
suicidal for the Government. The 
Chinese domestic political situation is a 
far cry from the US system and 
moulded on the needs of the military. 
Chinese construction companies have 
been awarded construction projects 
worldwide, especially in the Middle 
East region without weighing the pros 
and cons of engaging a construction 
company with a track record. In some 
cases cost aspects һауе taken 
precedence over quality and safety 
matters, thus rendering the project 
vulnerable to catastrophes. 


The cost of engaging a Chinese 
company is much cheaper than 
employing a US company. A group of 
Chinese engineers could share a 
congested room at a construction site 
whereas an American or a European 
engineer would require а fully 
furnished apartment with frequent 
travel to and from home base and also 
additional facilities such as family 
packages to compensate for working 
outside US territory. These factors keep 
US and European companies from 
competing with Chinese companies. 
This has been so due to societal norms 
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in the US. But to counter rising China, 
the US needs a much more holistic 
approach that would encompass its 
traditional US allies and India іп 
particular. The US must have a political 
dialogue with India as India is the only 
country that can be pitted against 
China. What the US should now be 
doing is empowering India and its 
people to face the reality before it is 
too late. It would be difficult for the US 
to deal with China given the current 
social, cultural and political 
considerations to mount a campaign 
to withstand rising China in about 20 
years’ time. Тһе panacea for 
countering rising China should ideally 
be to: 

- Launch a political dialogue with 
India taking advantage of its 
vibrant democracy. 

- Assess the industrial апа 
commercial opportunities іп 
India vis-a-vis competition with 
Chinese products. 

- Initiate) ап internationally 
accepted quality assurance/ 
quality control regime/ 
convention so that Chinese 
products will be required to 
comply with such international 
standards and this will enable 
the signatories to comply with 
те requirements of the 
convention with penalties for 
transgressions. 

- Introduce a mechanism 
whereby Chinese 
manufacturing could be 
subjected to international 
inspection for compliance. 

- Invest heavily in the Indian 
domestic market for production 
of motor vehicles, machinery, 
and other hi-tech products 


solely for export markets so that 
it would deter Chinese products 
making inroads into markets 
traditionally receptive to US and 
European products. 

India can play a piovotal role in 
economic diplomacy and must 
assist Indian products to 
penetrate African and Latin 
American markets for products 
manufactured under joint Inida 
Japan collaboration. 

Empower Indian nationals 
taking advantage of its English 
speaking community апа 
English must be delivered to 
every Indian with the assistance 
of the Government of India. A 
comprehensive educational 
programme should be 
undertaken to produce the 
leaders needed to achieve the 
results envisioned. 

Increase the level of 
cooperation between US and 
Indian academic institutions on 
advanced research. 

Introduce a joint patenting 
procedure for joint research. 
Introduce a holistic approach to 
bring Indian manufacturing 
standards іп line with US 
standards (including higher 
education so that Indian 
engineers could be employed 
by US companies ata fraction of 
a cost of hiring a US engineer. 
This will enable US companies 
to mitigate the costs). 

Forge greater strategic 
cooperation with Indian 
defence establishments and on 
defence research. 

Invite India for participation in 
the Anti-Missile Defence shield. 


'Xiujian Peng BBC Report 6th June 2022 https ://www.bbc.com/future/article/20220531-why-chinas- 


population-is-shrinking accessed 28 January 2023 
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India's Neighbourhood First policy 


Peace and prosperity brings about 
stability in a country. It is closely related 
to the pursuit of foreign policy goals of 
any country. If a country wants to 
promote nationals interests in a world 
where there are global issues it would 
first ensure that its neighborhood is 
stable. Any policy towards promoting 
national interests must therefore begin 
from the establishment of stable 
governantments in the neighborhood. 
An Indian foreign policy analyst C Raja 
Mohan posits that, “Without enduring 
primacy in one’s own neighborhood, 
no nation can become a credible 
power at the global stage. One issue 
India cannot overlook is the economic 
crisis faced by the Sri Lankans and the 
potential of it polarizing beyond the 
shores of India is а real possibility. India 
does have a major responsibility to 
ensure that Sri Lankan economic issues 
are sorted out before it becomes a 
major global issue where there is a 
growing Chinese footprint. China had 
funded a number of infrastructure 
projects and none of these facilities has 
brought any income to stimulate the 
Sri Lankan economy. It has brought 
into light the haphazard manner in 
which China had funded projects 
overseas and the vulnerability of their 
Chinese projects. Sri Lanka is a classic 
scenario for Chinese Communist Party 
to take stock of the foreign policy 
objectives. 


Chinese submarine docked at a 
Chinese-built berth 

Almost all the newspapers of Sri Lanka 
reported that India has expressed 
grave concerns over Chinese 
submarines visiting Colombo. The 
Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean 
region had been highlighted by the 
foreign policy experts all over the 
world and it never dawned on anyone 
in Sri Lanka to expect that a Chinese 


submarine would ever dock at a 
Chinese-built berth at the Colombo 
Harbour. It is truly a “great leap 
forward” as far as Chinese defence 
posture is concerned. This has 
triggered alarm bells in India as this 
may be considered a breach of the 
letter and spirit of the Indo-Lanka 
Agreement in which Sri Lanka has 
provided guarantees that Sri Lanka 
would not allow foreign military 
interventions that would be prejudicial 
to the national security of India. 


India’s legitimate security concerns 
India has legitimate security concerns 
as China has made steady inroads into 
Indian Ocean region through overt 
and covert means to дат a foothold т 
the region. There does not seem to be 
any appreciation of India’s security 
concerns when the Chinese built berth 
was allocated for the submarine. The 
Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) 
Chairman at the time said it was due to 
the inadequacy of the depth of SLPA 
berth whereas the Chinese naval 
operations planning division might 
have calculated the depth of the 
Chinese-built berth before it was sent 
to Indian Ocean. Indian, US, Australian 
and Japanese defence establishments 
are studying the Chinese advances in 
both political, economic and defence 
spheres and India is heavily occupied 
with countering Chinese capabilities. 
The next issue that stunned India was 
the arrival of the Chinese ballistic 
missiles and satellite tracking ship 
‘Yuan Wang 5’ at the southern Sri 
Lankan Port of Hambantota. India had 
made it clear to the Government of Sri 
Lanka of its security concerns. 
Diplomacy is a Knotty subject and Sri 
Lanka being a smaller nations which 
depends оп foreign funds for 
development has a dual role to play. 
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Chinese defenceintentions Since the 
Chinese political system, which is a far 
cry from the way India and other 
democratic governments аге гип, 
provides no transparency, it would be 
difficult to fathom true Chinese 
defence intentions. It would 
nevertheless be pertinent to consider 
the recent advances in Chinese military 
posture such as its (1) ability to shoot 
down a satellite; (2) commissioning of 
aircraft carriers which can carry stealth 
fighters; (3) aggressive stance towards 
Taiwan, Japan and declaration of a 
controversial air defence identification 
zone in violation of international law; 
(4) construction of port facilities in 
Pakistan, Djibouti, Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, Seychelles, Maldives; (5) 
construction of а pipeline’ from 
Myanmar to China; (6) advances in 
technological superiority in some 
aspects of its offensive weapons 
capabilities; (7) massive allocations for 
defence spending; (8) interception of 
Japanese, Australian, Canadian and US 
patrol aircrafts not in keeping with 
international norms and professional 
way of intercepting such aircrafts 
disregarding the safety concerns; (9) 
China’s closer ties with Pakistan and 
border disputes and tensions with 
India; and (10) aggressive pursuit of 
continental shelf in South China sea in 
a controversial manner hurting the 
feelings of Vietnam, Philippines, 
Malaysia, Brunei, etc. (10) showings its 
military strength by surrounding the 
island of Taiwan for military drills in the 
aftermath of the Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi's visit. 


None of these actions have been 
condemned by Sri Lanka because Sri 
Lanka relies heavily оп Chinese 
development assistance. Nor did Sri 
Lanka express concern when the 
dispute simmered between China and 
Japan over the Senkaku islands. Sri 


Lanka had an ample opportunity to 
send an emissary and could have even 
mediated because both countries had 
a lasting friendship with Sri Lanka. Late 
President J.R. Jayewardene 15 still 
revered in Japan for his soothing 
words at the San Francisco Peace 
Conference. When China threatened 
Japan, it went into a frenzy reviving its 
defence capabilities which had been 
for self-defence purposes and Japan 
comes the under US security umbrella. 
US defence priorities are spread across 
the globe оп various other 
contingencies and Japan took upon 
itself the need to defend its territorial 
integrity and to secure vital sea lanes 
of communications. Even the US 
defence analysts have expressed deep 
concern that some of US bases in the 
Pacific are within the striking distance 
of Chinese naval capabilities. Japan 
cemented defence ties with India 
mainly because of the Chinese 
aggressive posture in the pacific. The 
IndoJapan joint statement says: “We 
intend to give a new thrust and 
direction to our defence cooperation, 
including collaboration in defence 
technology and equipment, given our 
shared interest in peace and stability 
and maritime security. We have also 
decided to expand our cooperation in 
advanced technology, science and 
technology, people-to-people 
exchanges, educational exchanges, 
etc.” (Ref: The Indian Express). The 
global order has undergone 
tremendous changes; itis high time Sri 
Lanka took a stance for its own 
survival. Both China and Japan heavily 
rely on energy and mineral imports, 
especially from the Persian Gulf and 
from Australia. From а military 
perspective, both countries would take 
worst-case scenarios into 
consideration. Does Japan have the 
capability to defend its merchant fleet 
plying to and from the Persian Gulf to 
Japan carrying crude oil and other 
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important commodities essential for 
the survival of its economy? Can the 
Indian Navy provide an armored escort 
to Japanese merchant fleet to ensure 
the supply route? What logistical 
support Sri Lanka could offer to Japan. 
In this backdrop the strategic location 
of Sri Lanka comes to the fore. China 
has built a pipeline from Myanmar to 
China whereas Japan relies heavily on 
ocean transport of strategic 
commodities. What role can Indian 
Navy play in maintaining the supply 
route to Japan or South Korea in case 
a conflict breaks out in the Pacific? 


Indo-Lanka Agreement 

One cannot forget the backdrop in 
which the Indo-Lanka Agreement was 
signed. Sri Lanka pursued a military 
solution without taking into account 
the concerns of India. This froze the 
friendship with India and then political 
expediency prevailed - ‘Operation 
Liberation’ came to а halt. 
Prabhakaran would have been long 
gone had Sri Lanka gone ahead with 
‘Operation Liberation’. The then Sri 
Lankan government disregarded the 
sentiments of Tamils in Tamil Nadu 
and the influence of the Tamil Nadu 
politicians in the Central Government 
decision-making process. Sri Lanka 
does have a friend in India. A fearless 
man Harvard-educated Dr. 
Sumbramanian Swamy, who is 
defending the interests of Sri Lanka at 
the highest level and highlighting Sri 
Lanka’s contribution in defeating the 
LTTE. Dr. Swamy’s contention is that 
LTTE and its air wing would have been 
a serious threat to India’s national 
security, which prompted him to 
recommend that the ‘Bharat Ratna’, 
the highest civilian award, be 
presented to the then President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa. When it comes to 
UN voting decisions, Dr. Swamy spoke 
in favour of Sri Lanka. However Dr. 
Swamy is also a key figure and advisor 


to the Prime Minister Modi and has 
limitations when it comes to India’s 
national security. Sri Lanka would be 
spoiling its relations with India when it 
disregards India’s security concerns. 
There are other important trade and 
economic opportunities that we have 
yet to exploit from the Free Trade 
Agreement. The full implementation of 
the 13th Amendment to the 
Constitution and a political solution to 
the ethnic issue are still in limbo 
though discussions with Sinhala and 
Tamil political parties have recently 
been revived. 


An Indian foreign policy analyst C 
Raja Mohan posits that, “Without 
enduring primacy in one’s own 
neighborhood, по nation сап 
become a credible power at the 
global stage. One issue India 
cannot overlook is the economic 
crisis faced by the Sri Lankans and 
the potential of И polarizing 
beyond the shores of India is a real 
possibility. India does have a major 
responsibility to ensure that Sri 
Lankan economic issues are sorted 
out before it becomes a major 
global issue where there is a 
growing Chinese footprint. China 
had funded а number of 
infrastructure projects and none of 
these facilities has brought any 
income to stimulate the Sri Lankan 
economy. It has brought into light 
the haphazard manner іп which 
China had funded projects overseas 
and the vulnerability of their 
Chinese projects. Sri Lanka is а 
classic scenario for Chinese 
Communist Party to take stock of 
the foreign policy objectives. 
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Rebranding America, Reconstructing 


American values 


Public diplomacy is the attraction a 
country receives through public 
interaction with its government, 
corporate entities, popular brands, 
cultural апа sports events. The 
international media plays a crucial role 
in shaping public opinion. The 
perceptions of American values have 
been disseminated around the world 
ever since the American constitution 
was adopted. The constitution has been 
a great pillar of strength to Americans 
and the world at large. The American 
political values have been drawn from 
the constitution and many countries 
have derived parallels Тот the 
American political experiments. Yet a 
system of values that America stands for 
have поі yet been adequately 
addressed. The issue has come to the 
fore in the midst of a serious conflict in 
Europe. The war between Ukraine and 
Russia and the direct American 
involvement and the commitments 
American could undertake does pose a 
serious question about American 
foreign policy. A litmus test on American 
commitments to Europe is just how far is 
America willing to engage itself in 
defending Europe? 


Realistically U.S military involvement in 
Europe and ability to work on multiple 
theaters of war is a crucial question. The 
Russian and Chinese are projecting their 
military power in the Pacific and perhaps 
Russians could deny the Arctic to the 
West given its vast hydrocarbon 
resources. The Russian military is well 


entrenched in the Arctic. The rule based 
behavior could be at risk. Even China 
would regret it if it does something to 
upset the apple cart of rule based 
behavior.Public diplomacy ‘encompasses 
dimensions of international relations 
beyond traditional diplomacy; the 
cultivation by governments of public 
opinion іп other countries; the 
interaction of private groups and 
interests in one country with another; 
the reporting of foreign affairs and its 
impact оп policy; communication 
between those whose job is 
communication, as diplomats апа 
foreign correspondents; and the process 
of intercultural communications ( 
Nicholas J Cull "Public Diplomacy" Before 
Gullion The Evolution of a Phrase. USC 
Center for Public Diplomacy) and this is 
exactly what is required now. The image 
of America is taking a heavy toll because 
the negative image is not adequately 
responded to. Perhaps a Corps of Public 
Diplomats might be required. How 
American engagement could be 
rebranded and reconstructed to meet 
these objectives. The balloons are being 
sent to American territory without any 
regard ог respect for territorial 
sovereignty. How could a foreign power 
allow its entities a free hand to test the 
foreign relations of sovereign 
power? Where is American diplomacy? 
Why is China taking America so lightly? 
Why is China endangering Australian 
and Canadian surveillance flights with 
lethal and unprofessional measures? 
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